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evidence   beforehand,,    and   confronted   the

accused with it. In the main proceedings we

The contented ourselves with their confessions. Anv-

Sovlet                                                 .                                                  J

people's one who takes exception to this should bear in
repy mind that the hearing took place before a
military court, and that it was first and fore-
most a political action. The purification of the
atmosphere of our internal politics was at
stake, and it was our chief concern that every
member of the community from Minsk to
Vladivostok should understand what was
wrong. Therefore we did everything as simply
and as transparently as possible. Details of cir-
cumstantial evidence, documents., and deposi-
tions may interest jurists, criminalists, and his-
torians,, but we should only have confused our
Soviet citizens had we spun out all kinds of
details. The plain confessions were more intelli-
gible to them than any amount of ingeniously
assembled circumstantial evidence. We did not
carry on this action for the benefit of foreign
criminalists; we did it for the benefit of our
own people.

It cannot be denied that the most impressive
feature of the confessions is their precision and
coherence, and so the sceptics have built up